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In our Good Learning Book this week: 

Winter: Well done to Ellis who is Star of the 

Week, for great crafting and helping others. 

Spring: Well done to Olivia, Theo, Alfie, Harry, 

George, Lottie, Freddie T, Reggie and Clara for 

their fantastic Great Fire of London homework. 

Summer:  Well done to Hugo MY for positive 

learning in maths and to Reuben for a great 

start in Summer class. 

Autumn: A huge well done to all of Autumn 

Class who had a brilliant time on their trip to 

Harry Potter World Studios on Tuesday. The 

children were brilliantly behaved and thoroughly 

enjoyed seeing dragons, going on the Hogwarts 

Express and fighting Death Eaters.  

 

4th November 2022 

Up-coming Dates: 

10th Nov – Flu Vaccinations for children 

12th Nov - Nursery-aged children Stay & 

Play Session  (10am – 12pm) 

14th & 15th Nov – Bikeability course – Y6 

18th Nov – Children in Need & Book 

Swap Library Launch 

22nd Nov – School Photos (Portraits) 

23rd Nov – Autumn Class Sharing 

Worship 

 

Message from the Head 
I hope you all had a lovely half-term break with your families and friends, and you 

have returned to school refreshed and ready for what is always a jam-packed but 

exciting term leading up to Christmas! 

 

It was wonderful to see so many children taking part in our Hello Yellow day on 

the last day of last term, raising awareness of and money for the charity Young 

Minds that supports children and young people with mental health concerns.  

Many thanks to Seb Yates (Y6) who brought this worthy cause to our attention 

and organised the day for us.  We raised an amazing £192!  A huge well done to 

Seb for all his hard work and the great achievement of raising so much money for 

a great cause – we are very proud of you. 
 

It is very important to us that our children learn and believe that their actions can 

and do make an impact.  One of our children expressed it beautifully as part of a 

pupil voice interview whilst we were monitoring and evaluating the quality of our 

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) curriculum last term: “I want everyone 

to know that even though we are a small school and to some it might seem we are 

in the middle of nowhere, we can still make a difference and have good ideas.” 

Therefore we work hard in school to create opportunities for children to learn the 

power to make a difference that they can have, and to support ideas and 

initiatives that they generate.  The newly elected School Council will be taking a 

lead role in this, this term.  They will be helping us to launch our new Swap Library 

(more details to follow) as well as working to find ways that as a school community 

we can build on the fantastic eco work that we began last year.  In particular 

finding ways that we can reduce our energy consumption.  I’m sure many of you 

might appreciate the children bringing these new habits home with them!  I look 

forward to keeping you up-to-date with these projects as they progress. 

 

On the following pages you will find information about school attendance that was 

shared with parents at our last Parent Coffee Morning.  This is an area in which 

your support at home is vital, so I wanted to share what was discussed with you 

all.  Ensuring that children are in school every day, ready to learn has a profound 

and measurable effect on their success within school at all stages of their 

education. 

 

 

 

Parent Volunteer Questionnaire 
We encourage all parents/carers to read the letter sent home from Ollie McAninch, our new parent Academy Councillor, yesterday, 

and ask everyone to complete the short questionnaire about how you can support the school.  You can find this by following: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iC8pSSNzXUy-ony9UUbbMa_wp9T53H9KrUTkoc20A_xUMlhHTTBZWk1ISk9MS1dWU1FMRFVLS0pTUS4u  
 

Inter-House Challenge for Term 2 
You will find information about this term’s challenge on the following pages.  It is being organised and run by our Sports Ambassadors 

– Evie Taylor and Isaac Wade in Y6. 
 

Information About Helping Your Child Learn To Read 
Accompanying the newsletter this week is a letter which explains the approach that we are now taking in school to help children learn 

to read – why we are doing this, how it helps children to develop their skills, and how you can support this at home.  We do encourage 

you to take the time to read the letter and understand what we are doing and how you can help. 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 1st December 2:30pm – Stay and Learn 

sessions in all classes 

Friday 9th December 2:30pm – Coffee Afternoon 

with Mrs Hermon 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iC8pSSNzXUy-ony9UUbbMa_wp9T53H9KrUTkoc20A_xUMlhHTTBZWk1ISk9MS1dWU1FMRFVLS0pTUS4u


 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let any friends or family members with children who are due to start school in 

September 2023 know about our Stay and Play session on Saturday 12th November.  

Places need to be booked through a simple on-line form, the link to which can be found on 

the home page of the school website. 



  



 

 

The Importance of Good School Attendance 

 

We are coming off the back of over 2 years in which children have been both prevented from attending school at times, 

and encouraged to stay at home at the slightest hint of illness, in order to support the whole country in its fight against 

the Covid pandemic.  Not surprisingly, many of us have been left with a feeling of caution and anxiety about keeping 

ourselves and our children safe, as well as a sense that school has slipped down the list in terms of importance for our 

children.  But, it is vital as we move forwards into a post-Covid world that we remember the fundamental importance of 

education for all children in determining their future success and happiness, and that this starts with good attendance in 

school. 
 

This is not just us in school saying this, as attendance is one of the many measures on which the school is judged by 

external agencies.  It is an absolute fact, proved by many studies and data: 

• Each 10% drop in attendance at secondary school level, equates to a drop of one GCSE grade. 

• Average absence rates at Key Stage 2 (Y3-Y6) are as follows: 

o Children achieving Below age-related expectations – 4.7% 

o Children achieving Expected levels for their age – 3.5% 

o Children achieving Greater Depth for their age – 2.7% 

Children’s academic attainment levels directly correlate with their school attendance. 
 

The reason for this is that learning is like building a wall.  If children miss time from school there is a hole in their wall.  

We will do our best to fix this gap in school, but it will be a patch and never as good or as strong as if it had been built 

properly at the time.  On many occasions over my years in education, parents have said to me that they would never 

dream of taking children out for days or holidays from secondary school as “the learning is too important at this stage”.  I 

beg to differ.  Going back to the image of a wall, we all know that the foundations are the most important stage of any 

building process.  A hole or a defect in these will undermine the entire structure that will follow.  It will be weak and shaky 

at best, and likely to collapse at any time.  It will affect a child’s knowledge and understanding profoundly and for a 

significant amount of time, possibly forever, if they miss fundamental learning during their primary years at school.  That 

is why children being in school every day and ready to learn is, without doubt, the absolute best thing for them. 

 

The national average attendance figure for primary-aged children is 96%.  We take this as our bench mark in school.  It 

acknowledges that children do pick up illnesses on occasion and may need a day or two at home to recover from this.  

However, it is important that we return to the situation we had pre-Covid – if a child is just a little under-the-weather 

please send them into school.  We are happy to administer Calpol, or similar medicines, during the day.  You can either 

complete a permission form in the school office, or we can obtain verbal permission over the phone.  We will also keep a 

very close eye on your child.  The class teaching teams work with the children all day, every day.  They know them very 

well.  They rapidly spot if they are struggling or not behaving or looking as they usually would.  We will always contact 

families if we feel a child is not well enough to be in school.  But we will, as a rule, no longer send work home for any 

child who is not in school.  If they are well enough to complete work, then they are well enough to be in school. 
 

We are the only school within the Acorn Education Trust who do not currently refer families to the Local Authority for 

fines if they choose to take a holiday during term time.  We would like it to remain this way.  But we have to regularly 

analyse and report Unauthorised Absence figures, and if they rise too high then we may well be left with no choice.  We 

appreciate the significant difference in the cost of holidays taken during school time – all members of school staff face 

this with their own families each year.  Trips, visits and stays away from home are wonderful experiences for children, 

but, good attendance directly correlates with how well children achieve in school and therefore their choices, 

opportunities and successes throughout their lives.  They need to be in school every day during term time. 

 

We analyse all children’s attendance and punctuality in school on a fortnightly basis.  We will be contacting any families 

where we have any concerns about either of these.  This will be to offer any support that we can in order to ensure that 

all children are in school being kept safe and learning every day. 
 

  

 

 



Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

The online world is posing an ever-increasing risk to children, and it is important that schools, parents and 

carers work together to take an active role in teaching children about online dangers. Learning how to act 

safely when using the internet is an incredibly important part of safeguarding our children.  

 

We would therefore like to remind you that Acorn Education Trust have shown our commitment to 

protecting our pupils online by working with National Online Safety- providing resources for all parents and 

carers.  This work is being led by Kingdown School. 

 

The resources include Parents & Carers courses (presented by Myleene Klass), online video resources and 

weekly guides covering a huge range of topics, including: 

 

• Online Relationships 

• Fake Profiles & Social Bots 

• Online Bullying 

• Online Grooming 

• Child Sexual Exploitation  

• Sexual Harassment & Violence 

• Sexting 

• Live Streaming 

• Online Identity 

• Screen Addiction  

• Online Challenges 

• Overspending 

• Social Media Platforms 
 

• Online Gambling 

• Radicalisation, Terrorism & Extremism  

• Age Inappropriate Content 

• Copyright & Ownership  

• Hacking 

• Fake News 

• Online Fraud 

• Online Reputation 

• Personal Data 

• Pornography  

• Targeted Adverts & Pop-Ups 

• The Dark Web 

• Games & Trends 
 

To create your account, please follow this link (https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/kingdown-school) 

and complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.   

     

You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new smartphone app. 

To download the app, please go to: 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos 

Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store.  

 

Answers to frequently asked questions and customer service can be accessed at 

https://helpdesk.thenationalcollege.co.uk/helpcentre .  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Acorn Education Trust  

 

 

 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/kingdown-school
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


